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A Note from Brad regarding a “Catastrophic Challenge”… 
 
Please let me ask for your attention as we discuss a very serious issue confronting our church. Three years ago we 
held a capital campaign for a variety of projects, including an elevator, organ repair and new carpeting.  Also           
included in the campaign was the repair of our exterior stonework which, we were told, would cost approximately 
$150,000.  We raised funds sufficient to cover the costs of all the projects on our to-do list.  Unfortunately, I now 
must inform you that we severely under-funded our capital campaign. 
 
What happened? The elevator cost more than expected because we originally planned to install a limited use             
elevator; however, the city building department rejected our petition for a variance and a full access elevator was 
required.  Added cost: approximately $100,000.  To raise additional funds, we applied for status on the state              
historic registry so that we could apply for State Historic Fund grants.  We received an initial grant of $25,000 to 
conduct a historic structure assessment, which discovered five critical problems: 1) the roof, which had been              
damaged in a prior hail storm and was awaiting insurance money to repair, had serious structural issues relating to 
the fact that it held four layers of shingle; 2) the trusses for the roof evidence serious defect, with some of the 
trusses not connected to anything structural; 3) the stone work was damaged more seriously than previously             
suspected, especially around the roof line; therefore, the cost of the stone work will be greater to repair and creates 
a “life safety risk”; 4) due to the architectural intricacies of the roof line – stone work issues, both an architect and 
engineers will be needed to formulate an overall restoration plan, adding at least 25% cost to the project; 5) our 
plumbing is original and needs to be replaced. Added cost: approximately $900,000. 
 
What are our options?  Session is researching options, all of which are difficult and all of which have strengths 
and weaknesses to them. Session is the conduit for information here, not the decision-makers; please do not shoot 
the messengers! We hope to call a congregational meeting sometime in August to explain to you our options, 
which are sketched in brief below: 
 
Option A 1. Seek State Historic Fund (SHF) grants of $450,000 to defray our costs. 

2. Sign a “perpetual easement” with the SHF disallowing changes to the building exterior in                    
perpetuity, thereby creating missional rigidity for future congregations. 

  3. Raise $550,000 ourselves. 
 
Option B 1. Reject any grants from the SHF to allow future congregations missional flexibility to choose 

how / where they will be a church for Pueblo. 
2. Raise $1,000,000 ourselves. 

 
Option C 1. Sell the property for ??? dollars. (Still researching) 

2. Build a new building for ??? dollars to be located ???. (Still researching) 
3. Raise ??? dollars ourselves. (Still researching) 

 
Please remember what I said earlier about not shooting the messenger(s)!  Session is deeply concerned.  We have been     
wrestling with this situation for several months and believe we are prepared now to sponsor a wider conversation, which will 
be emotional, difficult and, by the grace of God, respectful. 

 

Grace to you all, 

 

Brad 



 

MYLife is our middle school youth group for students             MYLife is our middle school youth group for students             MYLife is our middle school youth group for students             MYLife is our middle school youth group for students             

6th through 8th grades.6th through 8th grades.6th through 8th grades.6th through 8th grades.    

    

LUVLife is our high school youth group for students in LUVLife is our high school youth group for students in LUVLife is our high school youth group for students in LUVLife is our high school youth group for students in 

the 9th through 12th grades.the 9th through 12th grades.the 9th through 12th grades.the 9th through 12th grades.    

LUVLife will meet for our Dinner Theatre practice from 4:30-6 pm on Sunday August 23 

and August 30. We will be picking out the roles for the play on the 23 if you want to be in 

the play you need to be at this practice! 

  

NO MYlife until September. 

  

Young Adults meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month. For August we will meet on the 

6th which is our Bible study / discussion (Sunday school stories from an adult perspective) 

and on the 20th we will do something fun decided by the group- like get dinner, bowl, river 

walk / ice-cream etc.. We meet from 7-8:30 pm in the coffee house of the church. 

Special Services in August at 10:30 Worship 
 

August 2nd  -  Jazz Worship   
Led by participants in the Jazz Workshop on July 31-August 1.                

9:00 & 10:30 am  services.  
 

August 9th - Old-Time Religion  
Come 15 minutes early to sing some of your “old favorites” as the 

 Prelude to that service. 
 

August 16th - Taize Worship, using a contemplative style of music, 
 led by the Pueblo Taize worship team 

 
August 23 - Celtic Worship, using hymns with tunes in the Celtic folk style.  

 The music will be led by Tess Padilla, violin, Sherry Dunn, tin whistle,  
and Neal Osborn, organ. 

    

The Emerald Isles are Calling!!!The Emerald Isles are Calling!!!The Emerald Isles are Calling!!!The Emerald Isles are Calling!!!    
An all church family trip to Ireland is planned for the summer of 2010.  The dates are tentative and 
somewhere between June 21st and July 2nd. For more information contact Rene at the church.  



 

We express sympathy to:  

John Roth and Family on the death of                 

his Dad. 

Church Family Hike 
 

South Colony Lakes difficult 

hike.  Saturday, August 15th, 

leave the church at 7:00 a.m. 

Bring plenty of water, snacks, 

and lunch. Wear good hiking 

shoes, jacket, and bring bug 

spray.   

Cooperative Care            

Center 

AUGUST  is CANNED   

     GOODS  MONTH 
Toothpaste/brushes, disposable razors,              
shampoo, lotion, feminine products etc.  Please 
place your donations in the box in the                   
fellowship hall.  

 
Book Study  

Wednesdays, August 19 thru Sept 30           

7 weeks, 6-7:30 p.m.   
Book - *Five Love Languages by             
Chapman.  Leader: Tammy Graham 
 

 
How to Avoid Marrying a Jerk or Jerkette  

Wednesdays, September 2 thru September 30 

 Pre-register at 542-7322 to get a workbook. 
Suggested donation for workbook $10. 

 5 weeks, 6-8 p.m., DVD series. 
 Leader: Suzanne D’Spain 

 

Divorce Recovery Workshop 

Wednesdays, October 7 thru November 4 

 5 weeks, 6-8 pm 
 Book—*Rebuilding, When Your Relationship 

 Ends by Fisher and Alberti 
 Leader: Suzanne D’Spain & professionals 
 from Pueblo and Pueblo West 
 Suggested donation $15 

 
Book Study 

Wednesdays, November 11 thru December 16 

 5 weeks, 6-7:30 pm (no meeting week of 
 Thanksgiving)  
 Book—*Safe People by Cloud and Townsend 

Relationship Enrichment for Marrieds and Singles 

For more information call Suzanne at 542-7322 

*Buy book at local bookstores or on-line. 

Congratulations to Joyce Largent and 

Jim Draper on their marriage in June. 

JUNE 2009 FINANCIALS 
 
INCOME: 
 2009 Pledges .................................  24,518.00 
 2009 December Pledges ................  1,095.00 
 Non-Pledged Giving .......................  3,015.00 
 Per Capita.......................................  520.33 
 Loose & Non-Member Giving .........  1,271.70 
 Other...............................................  844.42 
TOTAL INCOME .................................... $ 31,264.45 
 
EXPENSES: 
 Per Capita....................................... $ 1,839.34 
 Total Payroll....................................  27,466.86 
 Administrative .................................  1,849.27 
 Property ..........................................  6,466.87 
 Worship...........................................  15.99 
 Music ..............................................  1,386.13 
 Christian Education ........................  17.73 
 Youth Program ...............................  583.42 
 Fellowship.......................................  232.88 
 Deacons..........................................  231.32 
 Misc. Session..................................  69.09 
 Mission............................................  4,166.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES ............................... $ 44,324.90 
 

June 2009 Summary ...................... Year-To-Date 
 Beginning........................................ $ 7,903.12 
      Income.......................................  31,264.45 
      Expenses ...................................  44,324.90 
 Ending............................................. $ (5,157.33) 
 

PER CAPITA   $30.03 
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 Worship Schedule  
Contemporary Service …………………….….9:00 a.m. 

Traditional Service …………………………...10:30 a.m. 

Hispanic NCD ………………………………….12:00 noon 

Summer Sunday School…………….……..  10:30 a.m. 

The Path…………...……………………………...6:00 p.m.

THE INSPIRE, a monthly publication of                                           
First Presbyterian Church 

 220 West 10th St., Pueblo, Colorado 81003 
(719) 542-7322; FAX (719) 542-6792;                                                                 

e-mail: firstprespueblo@qwestoffice.net;  
web: www.firstprespueblo.org 
Rev. Dr. Brad Munroe, Pastor;   

Rev. Suzanne D’Spain, Associate Pastor 
Office Hours: M-F, 8 am to 4:30 pm 

 

THE INSPIRE is published monthly to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to  

report news about First Presbyterian’s members and friends. 
Send address changes to: 

THE INSPIRE, 220 West 10th Street, Pueblo, CO 81003 

      
New New New New     

Members Class Members Class Members Class Members Class     
    

Sunday, August Sunday, August Sunday, August Sunday, August 
23rd23rd23rd23rd    
    

 9:00 am  9:00 am  9:00 am  9:00 am ----  12 noon   12 noon   12 noon   12 noon     
Everyone Welcome!Everyone Welcome!Everyone Welcome!Everyone Welcome!    



 

Sarah Circle Sarah Circle Sarah Circle Sarah Circle is collecting used sheets to be sent to mission hospitals in the Republic of 
Congo.  Patients there take their own sheets when they are hospitalized, and if they 
have none they are given sheets to take to their homes when they are discharged.  We 
send them to Church World Service in Maryland (Presbyterian Women in Pueblo    
presbytery pays postage), and they are repacked, shrink-wrapped and sent to Africa. 
 
Any size or color, plain or prints, can be used.  There is a labeled box in the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you!! 

A retired missionary who lives in a Presbyterian retirement community collects and 
sells used postage stamps to dealers and collectors for the benefit of mission in the 
Republic of Congo where she and her husband served for many years.  In 2008 she 
sent nearly $7400 for the purchase of Bibles, scholarships to theological school, and 
gifts to the Presbyterian churches of Congo.  From January through March 2009 she 
had received $2000 for sales of stamps. 
 

Any commemorative stamp or larger size stamp sells well, and so do any stamps in a series.  Larger                     
denominations, photo stamps (computer generated), foreign stamps (the whole envelope or postcard) express 
mail, priority mail, Fish and Wildlife Service stamps.  What does not sell:  common small stamps, Christmas 
stamps, liberty bell and flag series. 
 
Sarah Circle will have a labeled basket on the north counter in the Fellowship Hall if you would like to donate 
stamps from your mail.  We will send them to Mrs. Rheinhold and her helpers, who gather regularly to sort and 
package stamps.  Or if you’d rather send them:  Peggy Rheinhold, 1089 Hickory Cove, Harrisburg VA 220801. 

 

Covenant Group Leaders 
Needed: 
 

Soon we’ll begin sign-ups for Covenant 

Groups.  We want to offer a variety of 

groups and need some more leaders.  If 

you are interested in being a leader, 

please call Pastor Suzanne 542-7322. There will be an orientation and training meeting on               

Sunday, August 16th after the second service in the Catacombs with Coffee and snacks                

provided.  
 

Openings in Covenant Groups  -  (Openings will go FAST!) 
Covenant Groups for Women 

• Women’s group  -  need 8 more 
• For women who have lost a loved one through death  -  needs 7 more 
• For women who attend church alone  -  needs 8 more 
• After Work Bunch  -  all women welcome   

Covenant Group for parents of young children  -  needs 8 more 

Covenant Group for empty Nesters  -  needs 4 more 
Covenant Group  -  needs 8 more 
More groups are in the planning stage and will be announced asap.  Thanks, Pastor Suzanne  

Covenant Groups 



 

Second Sunday          

Summer Sing 
 

Come, join us for our final      
Summer Choir experience on  
Sunday, August 9, in the choir 
room at 9:30 am for rehearsal as 

we prepare to lead worship for Old Time Religion Sunday, at the 
10:30 worship service. 
 

Special Services in August at 10:30 Worship 

 

August 2 Jazz Worship, led by participants 
(9:00 & 10:30)  in the Jazz Workshop on July 31-August 1. 
August 9 Old-Time Religion Sunday. 
10:30 am Come early to sing some of your “old                      

favorites” as the Prelude to that service.  We’ll 
begin at 10:20! 

August 16 Taize Worship, using a contemplative style of 
10:30 am music, led by the Pueblo Taize worship team. 
August 23 Celtic Worship, using hymns with tunes in the 
10:30 am Celtic folk style.  (You’ll recognize all of them) 

The music will be led by Tess Padilla, violin, 
Sherry Dunn, tin whistle, and Neal Osborn, 
organ. 

August 30 Black Gospel music service 

9:00 am only 

 

MAD CAMP 

Because MAD Camp happened after the July newsletter deadline, 
I was unable to list names of campers and thank those who 
helped. 
 
First, I must say, MAD Camp was a success.  So many of you 
who were in attendance were so very kind to let me, the campers 
and others who were involved know how much you appreciated 
the musical.  It truly was the best ever since I have been at this 
church! 

MAD Camp staff 

Jordon Parker, accompanist 
Nancy Grant, set designer 
Avis Walker, assistant to set designer 
Margie Scorgie, costumes and props 
Gayle Ganger, refreshments & general assistance 
Adele Merson, refreshments 
Mickaylah Baker, sound 
Ginny Waldron, stage director and choreographer 
Suzanne D’Spain, stage director 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

Campers 

Bryan Baker-Walton Bryant McCann 
Erin Baker-Walton Kelsey Moore 
Tynan Cuthrell Matt Munroe 
Laney Cuthrell Cami Peterson 
Abigail Gridley Summer Sandoval 
Hannah Gridley Ryan Shultz 
Emily Hernandez Amelia Tracy 
Brandon Low Rachel Tracy 
Christian Low 

THANK YOU! 

Looking ahead to fall music opportunities 

 

A new offering for children’s choirs beginning September 9 
in the choir room 
5:30 pm  choir for children K-2 grades 
6:00 pm  choir for children 3-5 grades 

 

Watch for details in the next Inspire. 

• Chancel Choir rehearsals begin August 26 at 7 pm in the 

 choir room 

• Chancel Ringers rehearsals begin September 8th at 6 pm 

 in the Biddall Room 
    

Soli Deo Gloria!Soli Deo Gloria!Soli Deo Gloria!Soli Deo Gloria!    
 


