
 
A Note from Brad about the Gift and Art of Celebrating… 
 
Celebration is an underestimated aspect of the spiritual life.  This fact may seem odd to some folks because, after all, are 
we not called to praise?  And isn’t praise a form of celebration?  Well, yes, praise is a form of celebration, yet in many folks’ 
minds there is a distinction between the praise of God and our many forms of human celebration. I find this odd.  For the 
Christian, all human celebration is an opportunity for the praise of God.  St. James said, “All good gifts come from above.”  
And in the doxology we sing, “Praise God from whom all blessing flow.” 
 
May is the month for celebrations (read: praise of God).  Consider the following opportunities to celebrate (read: praise 
God) in May: 
 

• Celebrate (read: praise God for) the fact that Session begins a retreat process of prayer and conversation that 
will create our Season of Discernment recommendations – May 1 

• Celebrate (read: praise God for) our mothers – May 9 

• Celebrate (read: praise God for) our church officers – May 9 

• Celebrate (read: praise God for) our graduates – May 16 

• Celebrate (read: praise God for) our confirmands – May 23 

• Celebrate (read: praise God for) the Pentecost, the birthday of the Church – May 23 
 

How are you praising God for your mom, our young people and our church?  Psychologist Martin Seligman writes that all 
people have a “gratitude aptitude” that is tuned to being able to express thanksgiving; like one with good hearing can hear 
the faintest whisper, so can one with a high gratitude aptitude experience being thankful to another.  Alas, others are            
gratitude tone-deaf, or gratitude deaf.  Not to worry, though, for Seligman also writes that one can improve one’s gratitude 
aptitude by…remembering to be grateful.  Seligman encourages folks to keep a “Gratitude Diary” in which one spends a 
few minutes each evening writing down five things for which they are grateful from that day. 
 
We are going to practice a modified form of the Gratitude Diary in worship this month by asking everyone to write on 3x5 
cards those things for which they are grateful.  The thanksgivings will be topic centered and connect to the worship theme 
for that week.  Then, our pastoral prayer will be a prayer of thanksgiving! 
 
There is too much negativity in our world, in our lives and, sometimes, even in our church. Not this May!  This May we 
shall be grateful…great-full-of God! 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Brad 
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Equipping the Saints…In Ephesians 4 Paul talks 
about pastors and other leaders as gifts God has given 
the church “to equip the saints for the work of                 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” Stephen 
Ministry has given us an organized way to equip those 
gifted for caring ministry so that they can build up the 
body of Christ by providing Christian care and                   
support to those experiencing a difficult time. Our 
newest class of trained Stephen Ministers              
includes Bennie Swanson, Pat Halverson, Max 
& Tracey Howells. They have completed 50 hours 
of intensive and extensive instruction and can now be 
matched with a care receiver. These fellow members 
have been gifted and equipped to serve you in the 
name of Christ. 
 
If you’ve been trying to “go it on your own” through a 
difficult life situation, please call the church office. 
You will be paired with a Stephen Minister suited to 
your needs. 

Mother’s Day was born of the dream of Mrs. Anna Marie Reeves Jarvis, who 
worked for the development of such a memorial for half a century.  After her 
death in 1905, her daughter, Miss Anna Jarvis campaigned for the creation of 
an official Mother’s Day in remembrance of her mother and all mothers living 
or dead.  In 1908, Anna asked the congregation where her mother had attended 
to present an official program as a memorial to mothers.  Her request was        
honored, and on May 10, 1908, the first official Mother's Day celebration took 
place at Andrew's Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, West Virginia and in 
a department store auditorium in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where Miss Anna 

Jarvis was present. The West Virginia event drew a congregation of 407 and Miss Jarvis provided 
white carnations—her Mother’s favorite flower—to be shared with the members.  One carnation was 
given to each son and daughter and two carnations were given to every Mother in attendance.  

 

In 1914 Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States, signed a resolution passed by Congress                 
confirming and setting aside the second Sunday of May to be observed annually as Mother’s Day.             
Andrew's Methodist Episcopal Church exists to this day, and now serves as the International Mother’s 
Day Shrine. 

 

History of this event was supplied through the memoirs of Hannah DeWoody Proudfoot and Claude S. 
Proudfoot who were members of Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church of Grafton, W.V.  They were 
the grandparents of Bil Heath and the in-laws of Becky Proudfoot both members at First Presbyterian 
Church, Pueblo, CO.   

 

Happy Mother’s Day, May 9th.  Pastor Suzanne 

New Members ClassNew Members ClassNew Members ClassNew Members Class    
Sunday, May 16thSunday, May 16thSunday, May 16thSunday, May 16th    

2:00 pm  2:00 pm  2:00 pm  2:00 pm  ---- 5:30 pm 5:30 pm 5:30 pm 5:30 pm    
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ALL CHURCH VOLUNTEERSALL CHURCH VOLUNTEERSALL CHURCH VOLUNTEERSALL CHURCH VOLUNTEERS    

are invited to a Volunteer                   

Appreciation Event on Friday, 

May 7, from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Teachers, tech team, 

office volunteers,                  

welcome team, and band and choir members – anyone who gives time and 

talent to the mission and ministry of First Pres is encouraged to attend!  

Join us for a FUN evening of DANCING TO THE OLDIES, ICE 

CREAM SUNDAES, and other goodies, as our way of thanking YOU for 

all you do!  Child care will be provided. 

 
Summer Sunday School starts June 6Summer Sunday School starts June 6Summer Sunday School starts June 6Summer Sunday School starts June 6thththth at 10:30 a.m.  at 10:30 a.m.  at 10:30 a.m.  at 10:30 a.m. for children in                  

preschool through grade six.  Once again, our Veggie Tales friends 

will join us for Wild Bible Adventures.  “Archibald” and “Princess            

Petunia” will help us study the adventures of Joseph and Paul with 

videos, games, snacks, and songs.  Plan to attend and bring a friend.  

We are also looking for adult volunteers to join the fun! 

 
Music, Art and Drama (MAD) Camp is coming the week of June 21 for children     

entering grades 3-8.  Watch for more information in the coming weeks! 

This summer you’ll set sail for VBSVBSVBSVBS    

fun on the HIGH SEAS!  Feel the 

sea spray on your face as sails snap 

overhead – and you experience the 

deep, rolling waters of God’s love!  

Join our HIGH SEAS EXPEDITION 

as we team with First United             

Methodist Church for Vacation            Vacation            Vacation            Vacation            

Bible School July 26 Bible School July 26 Bible School July 26 Bible School July 26 ----30, from 9:00 30, from 9:00 30, from 9:00 30, from 9:00 

a.m. to noona.m. to noona.m. to noona.m. to noon.  .  .  .  We’re looking for a 

few adult volunteers who would be 

willing to help, so please call Gayle at 

the church office, 542-7322, if you 

would like to be part of this important, short-term ministry to children in our                    

community.  

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

Gayle Ganger 

      

VBS July 26-30th 

9:00 am to noon 
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MIGRANT BAGS 
 
S a r a h  C i r c l e  i n v i t e s  t h e                      
congregation to participate in our 
migrant bag ministry Health Kits 
for children in migrant summer 
schools.  Bags should contain a 
towel, washcloth, soap, a comb, 
toothbrush and toothpaste.  Bags will be taken to               
BOCES June 3rd. 
 
How can you help?   
• By making 15”x18” drawstring bags, fabric is        

available.   
• By taking a bag, filling and returning it.   
• By bringing supplies to fill bags. 
• By praying for the children, their parents, and 

their teachers.  

ALL ABOARD FOR 
THE ORPHAN TRAIN PROGRAM 
DURING ARP POTLUCK DINNER 

 
The AAAActive RRRRetired PPPPresbyterians invite everyone in the 
church to our potluck dinner at 6 pm Tuesday night, 6 pm Tuesday night, 6 pm Tuesday night, 6 pm Tuesday night, 
May 18May 18May 18May 18thththth.  .  .  .  We are proud to sponsor Jane Milne, a              
storyteller who will tell us about the Orphan Trains, in 
particular the story of the last remaining Pueblo orphan 
from one of those trains.  She accompanies her stories 
by playing on the autoharp, and is an accomplished     
performer.  
 
The Orphan Trains were a pioneer foster care effort to 
deal with the thousands of neglected, abandoned and 
orphaned children primarily from New York and               
Boston. These resulted from  uncontrolled immigration 
and unhealthy, unsafe living conditions.  Children were 
placed on trains which stopped along the route to find 
adoptive homes for them.  Some, of course, were taken 
as free farm labor, but others found loving parents and 
good homes.  Many never saw their birth families again. 
 
Since we have no treasury to pay for programs, we will 
take up a Love Offering for Jane as well as feeding her 
a good meal.  Everyone bring a dish to share and we 
will enjoy delicious food and great fellowship. 

We extend sympathy to: 
 

� Marlene Bregar and family on the death 

of her Mom. 

� The family and friends of Twilla Smith. 

� Marnie Toevs and Family on the death of 

her husband Wayne Harbour. 

SAVE THIS SAVE THIS SAVE THIS SAVE THIS 

DATE!!DATE!!DATE!!DATE!!    

    

June 21stJune 21stJune 21stJune 21st————25th25th25th25th    
9 am  9 am  9 am  9 am  ----  12 noon  12 noon  12 noon  12 noon    

MMMMusic usic usic usic AAAArt rt rt rt and and and and 

DDDDrama rama rama rama CCCCampampampamp    
 

Youth entering Grades 3  -  8th 
Liz Shoemaker director 

 

Young Adults 
 
May 4, Tuesday is our 
Bible study at 7:30 pm 
at Kevin Meyer's 
house. 
 

May 21, Friday we will meet at 6pm at Fun Yogurt 
(old Angelo's on Union). We'll hang and play               
Settlers.   For more info call Rene 250-0574. 

 

 

Pueblo Cooperative Care Center 
MAY IS CEREAL MONTH 

 

Please put donations in the boxes in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
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Chancel Choir – We finish the regular choir season on 
May 30.  Looking back, it seems hard to believe that               
another choir season is nearly over! 
 
Chancel Ringers – The choir is now ready for their              
summer break.  We rang for the last time until fall on 
April 25 with a variety of music including other                      
instruments, including organ, trumpet and clarinet. 
 
Children/youth choir –K-2 grade choir 
 
We are finished with our scheduled music-making time 
for this season.  Look for news in the fall about what will 
be offered next season. 
 
Youth Band – Wednesdays 5:50-7:00 pm in the                   
sanctuary - Leslee DuPertuis and Duane Otter, directors.  
This group has helped with music at the 9 am service                      
occasionally throughout the year. 
 
It takes many people in music leadership roles for choirs 
and bands to be well-prepared to lead worship.  Also,  the 
musicians in these choirs and bands give a lot of their 
time in rehearsals to bring quality worship music to each 
service of worship they participate in.  I will take time in 
next month’s Inspire to thank them all publicly by name. 
 

Recent Special Musical Offerings  
 
We hope you have enjoyed the addition of some solo               
instruments to the church’s music and worship at the 
10:30 services.  It began as a way to enhance worship                    
during Lent and Easter since we didn’t offer a concert or a 
special service this year as we did for last year’s Tenebrae 
service on Good Friday and other previous Lenten Sunday 
special services. 
 
One of the unexpected outcomes of doing this was the 
discovery of the wealth of musicians in the Pueblo                  
community who have been willing to share their talent 
with us.  Not only did they add to the beauty of the 
choir’s anthems, they also contributed to the beauty of 
the hymn accompaniments, adding their individual                  
interpretations on the hymns.  What a blessing on our 
worship! 

Music Notes from  Liz ShoemakerMusic Notes from  Liz ShoemakerMusic Notes from  Liz ShoemakerMusic Notes from  Liz Shoemaker    

MAD CAMP 
 
Mark your calendars for the week of June 21-25 for our 
2nd Music, Arts and Drama Camp.  Last year’s musical was 
the best since I began directing the musicals in 2006. 
 
If you have children, grandchildren, nieces or nephews, or 
know of children in the community that might enjoy               
attending the camp, who are  entering the 3-8 grades this 
fall, please encourage them to join us.  Look for flyers and 
registration forms soon. 
 
Another Musical Treat Coming to Our Area of Colorado 
on May 2 
 
You may have noticed the poster on the bulletin board                   
advertising an upcoming organ concert at First United 
Methodist Church in Colorado Springs at 5 pm on              
Sunday, May 2.   
 
The organist for this concert is Ken Cowan.  Dennis and I 
had the privilege of hearing Ken play a recital when we 
went to Montreat, NC,  two summers ago.  We had not 
heard of him before, so had no idea what a special treat we 
had in store for us.  I wanted to share with you some                  
information about him.  I found the following bio on the 
internet which captures the gist of his list of                                 
accomplishments: 
Ken Cowan is one of North America’s finest concert organists. 
Praised for his dazzling artistry, impeccable technique and                         
imaginative programming by audiences and critics alike, he maintains 
a rigorous performing schedule that takes him to major concert venues 
across America, Canada and Europe. 
 
A few of his performances include appearances at Grace Cathedral, 
San Francisco; Philadelphia’s Verizon Hall; Spivey Hall; Walt Disney 
Concert Hall and the Cathedral of Notre-Dame in Paris.  
 
A native of Ontario, Canada, Mr. Cowan received a master’s degree 
and artist diploma from the Yale Institute of Sacred Music, where he 
studied organ with Thomas Murray. Prior to attending Yale, he 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in music from the Curtis Institute 
of Music in Philadelphia, where he studied with John Weaver.                       
Currently, Mr. Cowan serves as assistant professor of organ at                
Westminster Choir College in Princeton, N.J., where he is the only             
full-time organ teacher and maintains a full studio. 
 
It’s only about a short drive from Pueblo to downtown 
Colorado Springs.  This concert is a very rare opportunity 
to hear an organist of this caliber.  I hope you will consider 
taking advantage of this experience! 
 

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 
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MODERN DAY HEROES 
Modern Day Heroes Modern Day Heroes Modern Day Heroes Modern Day Heroes – that was the theme of our LUVLife Mission Trip. We usually do a summer trip 
but have had a number of kids over the years who can’t go in the summer and have missed out – so 
we tried something new! 
  
The high school group as well as 2 of our 8th graders went to Provo, Utah and did a variety of projects. 
If you 'd like to see our photos I am working on getting them on our web page. Also on Graduation 
Sunday, May 16, you'll be able to see a short presentation from the kids about the experience. 
  
The guys wanted to build and work with their hands so they worked with Habitat for Humanity – 
landscaping, digging, shoveling and building a fence.  The girls wanted to work with kids so they 
worked at Kids On the Move, in Orem, which is a preschool/day care for developmentally delayed 
kids. They worked with the 3-5 year old group. When they finished the day project they headed to the 
ReStore to tear tabs off of the aluminum cans and crush the cans. Sadly for us or happily for them – 
Disney had a big push for volunteers and Habitat so this ReStore had over 1,500 hours of volunteer 
time put in the month we were there and they had no other projects for us to do! So we got creative 
with the girls – they cleaned the church we stayed at, washed windows, bathrooms etc. The youth 
pastor said he wished all their visiting groups did what we did – it was sooo clean! 
  
We found Provo to be beyond beautiful - surrounded on all 4 sides by mountains and the most 
friendly place ever! Garrison Keillor got it wrong about Lake Woebegone – we found all the beautiful 
people live in Provo! One of the pre school teachers met us after school and took us up the Provo    
Canyon, 2 area churches got their youth together with ours and made us a fantastic BBQ with and 
fun games to play, the LDS college group from BYU made us a BBQ one afternoon, the Bell Choir    
Director made us breakfast one morning. We were so blessed! Usually every night our kids form teams 
and cook dinner – out of 5 nights they only had to cook one! May we as a church and youth group 
be as gracious and full of hospitality to all who visit here! 
  
Here is the list of kids and adults who participated: Brian Graham, Rudy Parks, Emily Hernandez, Janie 
Yarberry, Bryce White, Daniel Otter, Drew McInnis, Ben McInnis, Rebecca Andrews, Sarah Thompson.  
Leaders: Rene Morrissey, Bob Yarberry, Revae Mendoza. 
  
Mission Trip Quotes:Mission Trip Quotes:Mission Trip Quotes:Mission Trip Quotes: On every trip some fabulous, or should I say infamous, quote pops out of Rene’s 
mouth. This one was our memorable one for 2010 -but first a bit of history: in all the youth trips since 
the dreaded Senior High Retreat incident 1999 - I (Rene) have never had to back up a trailer! I make 
sure I pull in and park in places where I can drive straight out. It takes a gift to do this - and lots of         
premeditation! Well, in searching for a parking place for our first day at our project in Orem we found 
ourselves in a back parking lot that curved around – to a DEAD END! A quick prayer was sent up, 2 
girls dispatched to the curving entrance of the lot to direct. Then as I got my bearings, the light bulb 
went off and I said, "That's right, trailers are like teens "That's right, trailers are like teens "That's right, trailers are like teens "That's right, trailers are like teens ----    they do the opposite of what you want!”they do the opposite of what you want!”they do the opposite of what you want!”they do the opposite of what you want!”  The 
girls laughed and it worked! We made it out and all surrounding vehicles (including ours) were               
unscathed! I did make sure we unhitched the trailer that night - didn't want to test fate! 



MYLife is our middle school youth group for students 6th through 8th grades.MYLife is our middle school youth group for students 6th through 8th grades.MYLife is our middle school youth group for students 6th through 8th grades.MYLife is our middle school youth group for students 6th through 8th grades.    

LUVLife is our high school youth group for  students in the 9th through 12th grades.LUVLife is our high school youth group for  students in the 9th through 12th grades.LUVLife is our high school youth group for  students in the 9th through 12th grades.LUVLife is our high school youth group for  students in the 9th through 12th grades.    
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No lunches this month due to crazy year end 
school schedules! 
  
May 2 - 1-4 pm Car Wash put on 
by both LUVLife and MYLife to 
benefit Habitat for Humanity. 
Meet @ 12:45pm@ church. Bring 
towels, sponges, wear flip flops 
and sunscreen. Location TBA- we might be at 
the Presbyterian Towers.  No regular LUVLife. 
   
May 5 -  MYLife 5:45-7:15 pm 
  
May 7 -  7 pm both MYLife and LUVLife scoop 
ice cream for the Volunteer Dance/Dessert           
celebration.  Scoop, eat and dance or hang out 
and watch others dance. A great way to thank 
all the volunteers who help keep our church 
running! 
 
May 9 - NO youth groups due to Mother’s 
Day. 
  
May 12  - MYLife 5:45-7:15 pm 

May 16  -  Graduation Sunday. All 
graduates are encouraged to                  
attend the service of their choice 
and receive a “good-bye” gift. 
 
1-5 pm - Both MYLife and LUVLife will                      
participate in a project in Beulah helping the 
Krause’s.  Meet @ church @ 12:30 back @ 
5:30pm. 
 
No regular LUVLife. 
 
May 19  -  MYLife 5:45-7:15 pm 
  
May 23  -  “Rite Nite” from 5-6 pm.  This is 
the night that the incoming 5th graders             
graduating into 6th grade, the 8th graders 
graduating into 9th grade and the 12th graders 
graduating from high school are welcomed and                        
congratulated. This is our chance to say, “Hello 
and Goodbye.” 
  
No regular youth groups until September. But 
all new graduates are welcome to attend their 
new youth group summer activities. Keep 
your eye out for summer activities!            

Announcing Miss ion Trip 2010 
Guardian Angel  Rescue Miss ion  

An Orphanage in Chihuahua, Mexico 
 When: June 20th -  27th 

Cost: $300 each 
Adults/Family 

The mission work will include: building construction, painting, play and 
worship with the children and their families. 

For more information contact Penny Platt.  Evenings after 6 pm 948-4172.   


